Sample Email to News Media Requesting Support

Newspapers, Magazines, Radio, or TV

Dear Mr./Ms. [Name of Editor / Reporter / Publisher / Producer],

Victims and advocates face special challenges this October, as another National Domestic Violence Awareness Month rolls around.  The continuing recession creates extra hardships for victims who may not have the resources to leave their abuser and for advocates who are trying to meet the growing demand for safe refuge and other domestic violence services with dwindling funding. Nevertheless, we continue to see heartwarming examples of Herculean efforts to help and successful transitions to fresh starts and new lives. We hope to use National Domestic Violence Awareness Month to tell some of these stories and to promote greater public awareness and education about the impact of domestic violence on our families and communities. [Insert local statistic here
]

We ask that you consider supporting the community by writing a feature or feature series examining the crime of domestic violence. Such public service news stories could explore the types of abuse, the legal ramifications of this crime, the cost to our community, domestic violence-related homicides in our area and information on where victims can get help. It’s also important to let people know the many ways they can help – from how to reach out to a suspected victim to advocating for changes in our laws. I would like to talk with you about these and other possible story angles and provide you with detailed information on the growing problem of domestic violence in [insert name of community.] 

You may find out more about the work we do here at [insert agency name] by visiting our website at [agency website address]. For your convenience, I have attached some materials about our advocacy efforts and accomplishments, as well as a current fact sheet about domestic violence in our area. [This list of items is optional; words should reflect the documents you actually attach to the email.]  Please call me at [telephone number] to discuss my organization and National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. I will follow-up with you in the next few days. As always, we appreciate your support in ending domestic violence. Thank you for considering this request.

Sincerely,

[Name, Title]

[Organization name]

[Address]

[City, ST zip]

[Telephone]

[Fax]

[Email]

[Website address]
� Include a statistic that is reflective of how dv impacts your community. Here are some examples to think about: Have requests for safe shelter increased? Has there been a significant increase in hotline calls? Has funding for services been drastically cut? Have there been dv fatalities in the area? 





