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@VAWnet: Who's out there?
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(@VAWnet: What language are we currently using to

communicate with youth on this issue?
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Discussion Prompts

@VAWnet:

Is this language accessible? Does it resonate? How do you know?

What IS cool re: youth relationships? How are they different from
adult intimate relationships?

What are youth saying about their intimate
relationships?

How can we involve teens and let their voices
guide our understanding of their intimate
relationships?




The Discussion

Youth itself is a culture that we do not credit or understand.
It is essential to talk about equity in all relationships and especially in friendships.

How do we invest in youth development goals while not letting adults off the hook
for creating safe policies, environments?

How do we value youth input, development, empowerment while still recognizing that
we usually have to reach them via adults?

The problem isn’t in social media or other outlets, it’s in making the movement 1)
cohesive, and 2) accessible for youth.

Our messages about their relationships are mixed. We say they’re trivial, not “real,”
then expect youth to approach them seriously.

5 good things needed in relationships: 1) A sense of zest or well-being that comes
from connecting with another person or other persons. 2) The ability and motivation
to take action in the relationship as well as other situations. 3) Increased knowledge
of oneself and the other person(s). 4) An increased sense of worth. 5) A desire for
more connections beyond a particular one.

Teaching your child to be a good friend is a good place to start.
Youth want to be heard and they are experts on themselves.

Healthy couples aren’t in the spotlight.




Take Aways

Young people should participate in program/campaign design,
implementation, evaluation, and modification.

Youth can and should be among the leaders in programs, even when
that means special training for them.

Programs should publicly recognize young people’s work and their
participation.

Programs should involve youth as educators of other youth.

Programs that fully engage youth succeed because “ownership” of the
program shifts to the young people themselves.

The only way to be sure that our
messaging is generationally accessible
is to involve youth in its development.




tand Up Speak UP!
is a movement of
Alaska Youth to end
violence and to
create communities
of respect

Resource Sharing!

Students Against
Abuse (SADA) is an
initiative by Newport
COVE in Rhode Island

hoose Respect has
an awesome list of
characteristics of
healthy relationships




Feedback
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what they learned to their work future VAWnet/NRCDV Twitter Town Halls

k&
My first Twitter Town Hall! It was awesome and | got a ton of great ideas.

| really appreciated the links that people provided. There were about three that | want to use

regularly in teaching.

k
Brilliant! We are setting up youth participation projects in the UK on VAWG... and its great to see
examples from the states. | am hoping to come over next year to visit some projects so good to know

what is going on! Thank you.




