






Webinar Housekeeping

This 
presentation 

is being 
recorded.​

Live 
transcriptions

/ closed 
captions are 

available.

Please 
submit your 

questions 
using the 

Q&A 
feature.

Everyone’s 
mics are 

muted and 
cameras are 
turned off.

Please reach 
out to our 
staff if you 

are 
experiencing 

ongoing 
technical 

issues.



To strengthen and 
transform efforts to end 

domestic violence

OUR MISSION

The National Resource Center on Domestic Violence provides a wide 
range of free, comprehensive, and individualized technical assistance, 

training, and specialized resource materials.



CHILDREN, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND THE CHILD 
WELFARE SYSTEM



CHILDREN EXPOSED TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

 An estimated 3 -10 million children exposed to adult domestic 

violence annually

 4 million reported to child protection

 Overlap of domestic violence and child neglect exists but not 

consistently defined

 Policies are also inconsistent about which children and 

families are best served by child welfare 



HOW ARE CHILDREN EXPOSED TO DV?

 Directly---seeing, hearing, being involved

 Feeling the aftermath in the home

 Experiencing an abused parent

 Experiencing an abusive parent



MANDATED REPORTING

 Estimated 4 million reported to child protection

 Mandated reporters often include law enforcement, teachers, 

schools, medical professionals and others 

 States, territories and various jurisdictions have different policies 

about mandated reporting in cases of domestic violence

 Many states focus on direct witnessing or direct harm to the child

 Policies are also inconsistent about which children and families are 

best served by child welfare 



SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT

CW systems can be 
local, regional, 
statewide or other

Laws and policies 
different from 
location to location

Various approaches 
to “the front door”

Approaches to 
survivors can vary 
greatly based on 
training, 
consultation



CHAT #1
 Which children and families are best 

served by CPS? 

 How do you sort this out in your 

communities?

 What considerations do you use in 

deciding to file a report? 



THE IMPACT OF SYSTEMS INVOLVEMENT ON 
CHILDREN

 A child welfare investigation can be alarming to a child

 The possibility of removal from their home is traumatic.

 Children’s experiences in foster care vary greatly

 How do we provide long term, safe and stable homes for 

children?



CHAT #2
 How would you prepare a child 

and/or parent for a cps investigation

 How do you sort this out in your 

communities?

 What considerations do you use in 

deciding to file a report? 



PERMANENCY



WHAT IS PERMANENCY AND HOW DO WE HELP 
CHILDREN ACHIEVE IT? 

 Children's experiences in foster care vary greatly

 How do we provide long term, safe and stable homes for 

children?



CHAT #3
 What are the ideal outcomes we 

seek for children and families 

exposed to domestic violence?

 How does the child welfare system 

support permanency?

 How do you encourage this in your 

communities?



CHAT #4
 What are the ideal outcomes we 

seek for children and families 

exposed to domestic violence?

 How does the child welfare system 

support permanency?

 How do you encourage this in your 

communities?



Thank you!

Isa M. Woldeguiorguis

Consultant

Isaw@comcast.net



Q & A



Connect 
with us

National Resource Center on Domestic Violence

@NRCDV

717-461-3939 ​

nrcdvTA@nrcdv.org

www.nrcdv.org



This webinar was made possible by Grant # 
90EV0428-01 from the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, Administration for Children 

and Families, The Office of Family Violence 
Prevention and Services. Its contents are solely the 
responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official views of the U.S. Department 

of Health and Human Services.



Thank you!
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