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FVPSA PROGRAM  
WELCOMING REMARKS 

Marylouise Kelley  & Shawndell Dawson 
Family Violence Prevention and Services Program 

Family & Youth Services Bureau 
Administration for Children & Families 

Social Services are Critical to  
Domestic Violence Survivors 

•  Witnessing family assault is among the most 
common victimization experienced by toddlers 
(ages 2 to 5).  

•  Up to 74% of TANF recipients report recent 
domestic violence victimization, versus up to 31% 
of the general population. 

•  Among survivors seeking services for children, 
41.1% sought help with obtaining child support. 

•  4 out of every 10 American Indian or Alaska Native 
women have experienced rape, physical violence, 
and/or stalking by an intimate partner in their 
lifetime. 
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First authorized as 
part of the Child 
Abuse Amendments 
of 1984 (PL 98–
457), the Family 
Violence Prevention 
and Services Act has 
been amended eight 
times.  

 
Offering families 

impacted by domestic 
violence connections 
to safety & support 

for 30 years 
 

FVPSA’s Legacy 1984-2014 
www.learnaboutFVPSA.com 
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FVPSA Funding Purpose 

Ø  To assist States and Tribes in efforts to 
prevent domestic violence and dating 
violence 

Ø  Provide immediate shelter and supportive 
services for victims of domestic violence and 
their dependents 

Ø  Provide for a National Domestic Violence 
Hotline 

Ø  Provide for technical assistance and training 
relating to  domestic violence and DV 
programs to States, Tribes, public agencies, 
community-based programs and the public.   
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FVPSA Network of DV Services  

FVPSA’s Lifesaving Shelter &  
Services in 2012  

�  1,505 community-
based shelters and 
1,129 non-residential 
services offering safe 
housing,  crisis 
response, advocacy, 
legal assistance, 
counseling, safety 
planning and support 
groups for 1.3 million 
adults, youth and 
children each year. 

876, 506  
women 

76, 813 men 

292, 799 
children 
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FVPSA’s Partnership Vision  
Agencies will have the ability to: 

• Recognize domestic 
violence and its 
impact;  

Recognize  

• React appropriately, 
with trauma-
informed strategies; 
and 

React  

• Refer victims and 
their children to 
appropriate 
assistance 

Refer  
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ACF DVAM  IM Initiative Partners 

�  Administration for Native Americans  
�  Office of Child Care  
�  Office of Head Start 
�  Children’s Bureau 
�  Office of Community Services 
�  Office of Child Support Enforcement  
�  Office of Financial Assistance  
�  Office of Refugee Resettlement  
�  Office of Human Services Emergency 

Preparedness and Response 
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OCSE’s Commitment to Raising DV Awareness 
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OHS’ Commitment to Raising DV Awareness 
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Getting Help with Domestic Violence   

Free and confidential 
help is available for 
victims of domestic 
violence 24 hours a day: 
 

§  National Domestic 
Violence Hotline         

   1-800-799-7233 
§  National Teen 

Dating Abuse 
Helpline  

   1-866-331-9474 
§  National Sexual 

Assault Hotline 
(RAINN)  

   1-800-656-4673 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/
resource/help-fv 
 

11 

http://www.vawnet.org/elearning/DVBasics/player.html  

Domestic Violence 101 
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FVPSA State Administrators &  
Domestic Violence Coalitions 

�  State & Territorial 
Domestic Violence 
Coalitions  
¡  www.nnedv.org/

resources/
coalitions.html 

�  FVPSA State 
Administrators 
¡  http://

www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/
default/files/fysb/
statecontactlist.pdf  
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Education Efforts: FVPSA Website 
www.acf.hhs.gov/fvpsa 

�  Articles:  DV 
research, best 
practices, and 
training tools  

�  Getting Help with 
Domestic Violence 

�  Resources: Health 
Cares about IPV, DV 
Evidence Project, & 
Promising Futures 
Without Violence  
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Visit LearnAboutFVPSA.com 
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Contact  

 
Shawndell Dawson, Senior Program Specialist  
Family Violence Prevention & Services Program 
Family & Youth Services Bureau 
Administration on Children, Youth & Families 
Administration for Children & Families 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
Shawndell.Dawson@acf.hhs.gov  
www.acf.hhs.gov/fvpsa  
www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb 
www.learnaboutfvpsa.com  
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