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Overview 

•  Describe NISVS 

•  Present Results 

•  Discuss Implications 
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National Intimate Partner and 
Sexual Violence Survey   

•  Funded and launched by CDC in 2010 with support from 
National Institute of Justice and the Department of 
Defense 

•  Ongoing, nationally representative telephone survey of 
adults aged 18 years and older 

•  National and state-level data 
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NISVS Primary Objectives  

To describe:   
•  Prevalence and characteristics  

•  Who is likely to experience SV, 
stalking, and IPV 

•  Patterns, consequences and 
impact 

 

Assure 
Widespread 

Adoption 

The Public Health  
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Prevention 

Develop & Test  
Prevention  
Strategies 

Identify Risk  
and Protective  

Factors 

Define the  
Problem 

(Surveillance) 

How is NISVS Unique? 

•  Framed within a health context and focused exclusively 
on violence 

•  Includes forms of violence never before measured in a 
national survey 

•  Detailed, behaviorally specific questions 

•  Designed to be consistent with how victims recall 
experiences of violence 
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Designed to Capture How 
Violence is Experienced  

 
 •  Acts of violence linked to individual perpetrators 

•  Patterns of violence 
•  Forms of violence experienced 
•  Relationship to the perpetrator 
•  Frequency   

•  Impact of violence committed by individual 
perpetrators 

Data Collection 
•  Dual-frame (landline and cell) 

•  2010 
–  16,507 completed interviews 

§  9,086 females 

§  7,421 males 

•  2011 
–  12,727 completed interviews 

•  7,758 females 

•  6,397 males 

•  Median length of interview was 
24.7 minutes in 2010 

 

Prevalence of Stalking by an Intimate 
Partner (2011) 

•  Stalking:  
– 9.2% of women, 2.5% of men (lifetime) 
– 2.4% of women, 0.8% of men (12-month) 
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Lifetime Physical Violence by an 
Intimate Partner (2011) 

 •  Overall: 31.5% of women, 27.5% of men 

•  Severe: 22.3% of women, 14.0% of men 

•  Slapped/pushed/shoved: 29.7% of women, 25.5% of 
men 

•  Overall: 4.0% of women, 4.8% of men 

•  Severe: 2.3% of women, 2.1% of men 

•  Slapped/pushed/shoved: 3.7% of women,  
   4.4% of men 

12-Month Physical Violence by an 
Intimate Partner (2011) 

 

Lifetime Sexual Violence by an 
Intimate Partner (2011) 

 •  Rape:  
– 8.8% of women  
– 0.5% of men 

•  Other sexual violence 
– 15.8% of women 
– 9.5% of men 
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•  Rape:  
– 0.8% of women  

•  Other sexual violence 
– 2.1% of women 
– 2.1% of men 

12-Month Sexual Violence by an 
Intimate Partner (2011) 

 

•  Lifetime:  
– 35.6% for women   
– 28.5% for men 

•  12-month:  
– 5.9% for women  
– 5.0% for men 

Prevalence of Rape, Physical  
Violence, or Stalking 
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Lifetime Prevalence of Rape, Physical Violence, and/or 
Stalking among Men by Race/Ethnicity 
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Food/Housing Insecurity 

•  Food Insecurity: “In the past 12 months, how often 
would you say you were worried or stressed about 
having enough money to buy nutritious meals?” 

•  Housing Insecurity: “In the past 12 months, how 
often would you say that you were worried or 
stressed about having enough money to pay your 
rent or mortgage?” 
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Summary 

•  Other groups are disproportionately affected: 
–  Black and multiracial women and men 
–  American Indian/Alaskan native men 
–  Lower income 
–  Young adults (18-24) 
–  Those experiencing recent food/housing insecurity 
–  Bisexual women 

Limitations 

•  Likely an underestimate 
•  Recall bias 
•  Unknown motives for violence 
•  Data on Services are historical and may not 

reflect current needs/utilization 

Implications 

•  On-going data collection and monitoring 

•  Need to target those most at risk 

•  Need to better understand and address barriers 
to services 

•  Need to better understand and address subtypes 
of IPV 

•  Importance of looking beyond overall numbers 
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Visit 
www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/nisvs to 

learn more about NISVS 
 
 

For questions after the briefing, please 
email NISVSinfo@cdc.gov. 

 
 

For more information please contact the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
 
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta,  GA  30333 
Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348 
E-mail:  cdcinfo@cdc.gov  Web:  http://www.cdc.gov 
 
The findings and conclusions in this presentation are preliminary and have not been officially released for dissemination by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

Division of Violence Prevention 
 National Center for Injury Prevention and Control 


